
 
All-age worship materials for the Sundays in Lent  
 

“We are guides into God's most sublime secrets,  

not security guards posted to protect them.”   
1 Corinthians 4:1 (The Message)    

Our Diocesan Lent Materials for 2013 are focusing on what it means for us to be 

‘stewards of the mysteries of Christ’ – guides not guards. Our aim is to help people 

explore some of the riches that God has given us in the life of Christ, so that we can fulfil 

our calling to enable others in turn to begin to explore for themselves. 

 

To read more on the theme please refer to the preface and introduction of the Lent 

Course material. 

 

The five ‘all-age worship’ service ideas are offered to accompany the Lent course 

material in parallel with the Liturgical Resources for Sundays in Lent. Some of those 

Liturgical resources are repeated here for ease of use and can be used in conjunction 

with the further prayers & readings not included here.   

 

The five services are very simply laid out as a collection of ideas rather than a script and 

are written to fit a generic ‘all-age worship’ service pattern imagined as follows: 

 

Welcome & Introduction 

Confession & Absolution 

Collect 

Reading 

Talk or Sermon 

Prayers of Intercession 

Blessing 

 

Relevant sung worship can be added as appropriate, as can the celebration of the 

Eucharist.  

 

Some of the ideas will require the ability to show digital images and videos, but please 

adapt these as necessary. 

 

It is hoped that these creative ways of engaging with these topics will make the service 

more accessible for younger generations as well as providing an opportunity for the 

whole church family to worship together. Please use these ideas as flexibly and 

creatively as you can, adapting, expanding or ignoring any that don’t fit.  

BUT please do take up the challenge to try something a little different. 

 

 

Murray Wilkinson, ChYP’s Ministry Adviser 

 

  



 
Week 1 February 17th Incarnation 
Introduction 

Show a “Where's Wally” picture on the screen  

Give the congregation a few minutes to find Wally in the melee inviting anyone 

(younger or older) to come up to point him out if they think they’ve found him. 

Then promise to explain this later. 

 

Gospel Reading 

John 1:1-14 

 

Illustration 

A Knights Tale 

Show the scene from A Knights Tale where William is placed in the stocks in the town 

square. His friends come to his aid, standing by to protect him. In the madness that 

follows the Prince steps forward, revealing himself and knights William. It is this revealing 

moment that helps us begin to explore the mystery of the Incarnation.  

- When we see it we see it, when we couldn't see it we didn't see it (like Wally) 

- The indwelling of God in us is the mystery that we need to steward 

 

Intercession 

Paper planes prayers 

Having given everyone a piece of paper and a pen, invite the congregation to write a 

prayer for others on their piece of paper that they wouldn’t mind someone else 

praying.  

Then ask them to fold that piece of paper into a paper aeroplane. 

Now encourage (and allow) everyone to throw their planes across and around the 

church (with due regard to health & safety considerations…). Ask everyone to try to 

pick up a plane so that after a short time everyone should have a prayer that may or 

may not be the one they wrote. Now invite everyone to pray the prayer on their plane 

in silence unless they feel comfortable to pray that prayer out loud.  

End with the Collect (or another prayer of your choice) 

 

Collect  

God our Father, 

we are called to be guides not guards 

to the sublime mystery of your incarnate love, 

May this Lenten journey reveal in us 

your indwelling glory as 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

 

Blessing  

May Christ, who entered our world, 

dwell in your hearts 

and strengthen you to do his Father’s will. 

And the blessing ... 

 



 
Week 2 February 24th Baptism 
Introduction 

Photo quiz 

Show a series of photos of well-known people (including some local faces) and ask the 

congregation to correctly identify them. Government ministers are often quite hard to 

correctly identify out of context.  

 

Reading 

Matthew 3:13-17 

 

Illustration 

Spiderman  

Show the scene from Spiderman (the first of the Tobey Maquire films) where he 

discovers and explores his new abilities – his new identity. 

- In the gospel reading, Jesus recognises something about Himself 

- Baptism in God is that magic moment when you discover who you really are 

- We may recognise famous faces, but that is not the same as knowing them 

- Realising who you are AND what you are for  

- We are called to guide others towards this revealed Christ 

 

Intercession 

Use photos from the Introduction again to initiate prayers for God’s call to be worked 

out through them. Pray for our national, international and local leaders to be the 

people God has created them to be. Pray for us to be challenged to question of 

ourselves if we could be doing what the ‘local faces’ are doing, as we find our own 

identity in Christ.  

OR 

Use a mix of famous and congregation photos to pray for specific people and places. 

End the time of prayer by reading the Collect or another prayer of your own. 

 

Collect 

Heavenly Father 

at the Jordan you revealed Jesus as your Son: 

may we recognise him as our Lord 

and know ourselves as called to be your beloved children; 

through Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

 

Blessing 

May Christ, who was acclaimed as the Son 

and anointed with the Spirit, 

keep you secure in the Father’s love 

and steadfast in his service. 

And the blessing ... 

 

 

 

 



 
Week 3 March 3rd Temptation 
Introduction 

Give out balls of Play-Doh (or other modelling clay as available) to everyone in the 

congregation. Invite everyone to make a model of something that tempts them (sports 

car, chocolate bar, bed…) 

It may be useful to introduce a competitive element, at least try to show a few good 

examples. 

 

Reading 

Matthew 4:1-11 

 

Illustration 

Show a Morph clip 

Morph is a television character from the 80s created by Peter Lord, animated by 

Aardman Animations. He is made from a ball of Plasticine and lives on the artist Tony 

Hart’s bench with his Plasticine friends. Being made from modelling clay he can change 

shape at will, and does. 

The real mystery of temptation is not within the temptation itself, but rather how our 

response to that temptation has changed us.  

- What has shaped you? 

- The question is what temptation tells you about yourself and how it shapes you 

- How have you been shaped by the interaction (relationship) between God, 

yourself and that which tempts you? 

 

Intercession 

- Invite everyone to roll their Play-Doh back into a ball 

Now pray: “Our world, Lord God, was shaped by your hand. We pray for its leaders” 

- Invite everyone to press their thumb into their ball of Play-Doh 

Now pray: “You are unique there will never be another you.” 

- Invite everyone to look at their neighbours print and pray quietly for them 

Now pray: “We are unique but not alone. We pray for our friends, neighbours” 

- Invite everyone to flatten their Play-Doh into a disc 

Now pray: “We ask you, Lord God, to reach out that creating hand to those we know 

and love who feel flattened by life. Bring them comfort, healing, and peace; that this 

world might be shaped by Your presence.” 

Amen 

 

Collect 

Heavenly Father, 

your Son battled with the powers of 

darkness, 

and was shaped within the desert 

to grow in wisdom, love and prayer: 

help us to keep faithful to your calling 

and alive to your purposes 

in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Blessing 

Christ give you grace to resist all that is 

evil, 

to grow in all that is holy, 

and to walk faithfully in the ways that 

lead to life. 

And the blessing ...  



 
Week 4 March 10th   Transfiguration 
Introduction 

Give everyone an envelope with a picture of an animal baby (beetle larvae, 

caterpillar, silkworm, tadpole, hedgehog, eagle) and a seed in it. (A mixture of different 

types of seed will be ideal. They will be planted later on in the service so things like 

sunflowers, pumpkins, tomato etc. will be best.)  

Get everyone to answer the question: 

What animal are you? 

What plant are you? 

Get some brave souls to guess what they are.  

 

Reading 

Luke 9:28-36 

 

Illustration 

Transformers 

Show the scene in the first file where Sam Witwicky meet Octomis Prime and the other 

Autobots. The everyday vehicles transform into something far more – alien robots.  

- What amazing things are hiding behind our everyday stuff? 

- The revelation of Godself in the midst of our everyday has the power to transform 

those who witness it 

- Are there any parts of our lives: physical, emotional, where we go, how we go … 

that can be either transfigured by God’s revelation or transformed as a result of 

witnessing God’s revelation? 

- Which of those might be part of God’s revealing of Godself…? 

- And which might be transformed through that revelation? 

 

Intercession 

Have a prepared window box (or two) ready for seeds to be planted at the front of the 

church.  

Invite everyone to come forward to plant their seed in the prepared soil during the time 

of quiet (or contemplative music) as a symbol of our willingness to be transformed into 

something new.  

 

Collect 

Father in heaven, 

your Son’s glory was revealed as a sign 

of your eternal splendour, 

May your glory be seen in us and all we 

do. 

As we seek to be guides, not guards of 

the mysteries of life we share, 

give us strength so to hear his voice and 

bear our cross 

that in the world to come we may see 

him as he is; 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

 

Blessing 

May Christ, who was revealed in glory, 

shine in and through you, 

as guides to the light of his kingdom. 

And the blessing ... 

  



 
Week 5 March 17th    Passion and Resurrection 
Introduction 

Have a selection of age appropriate puzzles available as people come in to the 

service. Some suggestions: 

Under 5s 

Simple picture puzzle (4-9 piece puzzle); fill-in-the-blanks patterns etc 

Older Children 

Dingbats; wordsearch; spot the difference  

Teens and adults 

Sudoku; Where’s Wally; etc 

Encourage everyone to face the challenge of doing a puzzle and to share their 

struggles with each other. The idea is to find a safe example of facing something 

challenging for the reward of getting it done, which hopefully helps to explain why we 

choose not to forget.  

 

Reading 

Luke 23:50 – 24:8 

 

Illustration 

Men in Black 

Show the scene where Agent J learns about the Neurolizer – a memory altering device 

used by the Men in Black to keep their existence secret. 

- when faced with life’s challenges - we'd sooner forget them and move on. 

- How did the disciples react to the events of Good Friday? Did they long for a 

memory wipe? 

- Yet we choose to remember the events of Easter every time we share bread and 

wine- we choose to face the difficult aspects of Jesus’ death 

- Somehow there is life in the midst of that great sadness – it is indeed a mystery 

 

Intercession 

Have a pile of post-its and pens accessible for everyone in the congregation. 

Invite everyone to prayerfully consider a challenge that they will need courage to face 

up to in the coming week and write it on a post-it note. Invite them to then bring that 

post-it up and stick it on (or at the base) a table cross. 

Ask a family to write some very short prayers of intercession including a prayer for us all 

to face the challenges we meet with renewed courage because of Easter. 

 
Collect 

Everloving Father, in the cross of Jesus we see the cost of our sin, 

the depth of your love, and your yearning heart for renewed humanity. 

By the raising of your Son you reveal our potential to flourish in newness of life. 

As we share in Christ’s passion and resurrection fill your Church with faith and hope, 

through him who lives and reigns ever one God, world without end, Amen. 

 

Blessing 

Christ, who passed from death to life through the power of the Holy Spirit 

strengthen you to live the risen life with the hope of resurrection 

and the promise of His glory. And the blessing ... 


